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We continue to celebrate our Journey to 
Bethlehem and look forward to 
Christmas.  Our week began with an 
Advent Prayer Service where we lit the 
2nd purple Candle and talked about 
PEACE.  The students were also excited 
to find that St. Nick had made a visit over 
the weekend and left candy canes on 
their desks. The inspiring Advent Concert 
and receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation also helped us prepare our 
hearts and minds for the coming of 
Jesus.

Each morning, Mrs. Patke reads a new 
selection from The Journey to Bethlehem 
- Advent Stories for Kids) about a young 
shepherd named Reuben,who is 
searching for a special child and the 
lessons he learns along the way. 

This week, each homeroom received 3 
envelopes each containing a “challenge” 
related to their behavior and performing 
acts of kindness.  Once a challenge is 
successfully accomplished, they open the 
next envelope.  Upon completion of all 3 
challenges, a class representative may 
select a gift box from the tree outside the 
office. The gifts will be opened at our 
assembly on the last day of school.   

We are also collecting items for Nurses 
for Newborns - please see the flyer!

 Journey to Bethlehem
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Hidden Meaning
 of the Candy Cane

Although the meaning has been mostly 
forgotten, each candy cane contains 
hidden significance.

The hard candy symbolizes Jesus’ 
strength, dependability, and unfailing love.

The white candy represents purity and the 
holiness and sinless nature of Jesus.  It can 
also symbolize the forgiveness we receive 
from God that makes our souls white.

The cane shape can remind us of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd who is always present to 
guide and protect us.

If you turn the candy cane upside down (or 
right side up) the letter ‘J’ is formed – J for 
Jesus!

Traditional candy canes have a 
peppermint flavor.  This can remind us of 
the spices that the three Wise Men brought 
to Jesus.

The color red reminds us of the merciful 
and unending love of God – who is Love!  
Red can also remind us of the blood of 
Jesus, shed to save and purify us from our 
sins.

The large stripes can represent the cross 
of Jesus while the small stripes can 
represent the whip on his back, the crown 
of thorns on his head, and the nail wounds 
in his hands and feet.

Students made beaded “shepherds’ 
staffs, ” aka Candy Canes in Art class 
since we are reading about a  
shepherd’s journey to Bethlehem. 

Thanks St. Nick for
bringing Candy Canes to school!!



6th Grade Advent Service Project
The SCL Day School 6th grade students 
worked with representatives of the SCL 
St. Vincent de Paul Society to make 
items to include in the Vincentian Gift 
Baskets for those in need.  

Once class created adorable snowmen, 
and the other class made sleighs out of 
candy, Yum! 



December is a challenging month for students and STAFF. To help make 
it a bit more interesting and FUN, the teachers have been celebrating 
the 15 Faculty Days of Christmas. Some special days have so far have 
included: 

● Today’s forecast: 100% chance of marshmallows. Hot Chocolate Bar
● Dream a Little Dream! Wear your PJs and slippers to school
● MistleTOESs: mix up the day with your coolest Christmas socks and/or 

slippers
● Ho Ho Ho Hoe Down - Wear your plaid or flannel with your boots and jeans
● Tree Toppers - Dig out your favorite holiday hat, headband, or tree topper 

and then come TOP some
Freshly made pancakes by the office staff! 

● Candy Cane lane - Wear Red and White Attire - St. Nick Surprise!
● Get Your Grinch On - Wear your most Grinchy or green attire and play  

Grinch Bingo

15 Faculty Days of Christmas  





It’s beginning to 

look a lot like 

Christmas!



For Your Planning

December

1 -19  NWEA Winter Testing 
15 - Run for Ryan Rosary at 3:15 PM in Church
16 - 1st grade visits Cedarhurst Nursing Home
16 - Parish Advent Reconciliation Service in Evening
19-NWEA Testing Window Closes
19-Noon Dismissal and End of 2nd Quarter

January

5- Classes Resume
14 - Parent 1st Communion Meeting
16 - Noon Dismissal - Faculty Meeting
16 - 2Q Report Cards Sent Home
19 - MLK Holiday- No School & K of C Free Throw Contest
20 - Rosary at 6PM & Board Of Education Mtg at 6:30PM
23 - Father Daughter Dance
25 - CSW Begins. Open House 9:30-Noon.  26-27 registration Opens

Please join us in praying for those who are 
sick and in need in our community. 

Monday, December 15th at 3:15 PM
Tuesday, January 20th 6PM

Run For Ryan Rosary
















